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Bridging the Gender Gap 
through Digital Identification 
Systems 
Foreword 

As the world accelerates toward a digital future, ensuring that no one is left behind is more 
critical than ever. Digital identification systems have the power to transform lives, providing 
a gateway to essential services and opportunities for individuals worldwide. 

Yet, for women and girls-especially those in low- and lower-middle-income countries­
barriers to accessing digital IDs persist. These obstacles not only limit their ability to 
participate in the digital economy but also restrict access to healthcare, education, and 
financial independence. The result is a continued cycle of poverty and inequality that holds 
back entire communities. 

This policy brief highlights a pressing issue: the gender gap in the ownership and use of 
digital IDs. It offers actionable insights into how digital ID systems can drive gender 
equality and social inclusion, demonstrating the transformative potential of these systems 
when designed and implemented inclusively. 

The World Bank Group's Identification for Development Initiative (ID4D) initiative is 
committed are committed to the vision of legal identity for all. We hope this policy brief 
inspires collaboration, innovation, and decisive action to close the gender gap in digital 
identification. By working together, we can ensure a more equitable and inclusive future for ____ _
everyone. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Kusek 
Program Manager 
Digital Transformation Global Department 

THE WORLD BANK 

122 East 42nd Street, 42nd Floor • New York, NY 119168 • Phone + 1.212.768.8513 • www.womensworldbanking.org 
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